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The

Western
Front-

“The American who does not feel thatthe hour for shouting is drawing nigh
r.l;ust; indeed be written down as a hopeless pessimist.”

Charlotte Obgerver,

Surrender!
;..-F'I"t'l'.'ﬂ The (Chizago Evening Post
. The Road

to
Berlin
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You Bet He’s in a Hurry

—From The Nashville Tennessecon

Will Be Done!”’

L

—Urom L'Asino. Rome

The Germans Approaching Death Chant: “The Kaiser’s
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The End of Their Perfect Day

—From The Passing Show

The Wake of Kultur

“I’ll Smash This Schweinhund Who Discevered America”

—From Notexkraker, Amsterdam

—From London Opmmion

America

-

| x
\Il;\N('EL[.(JR VON HERT- | would not from the very start turn a | be impesed upon her by her enemies.

LING'S speech in the Reichs-

tag—thought to be intended

as the *beginning of a “peace
offensive’ —hus nowhere in the Amer-
ican press met with a reception favor-
able to that pur-
pose,
main points in it
First, the

announcement

Were:

that Germany
haid no intention

of keeping Bel-
gium  perma-
nently in any form, and yet that Ger-
Many would treat Belgium as a “pawn”’
for future negotiations; and, second, the
Allies were invited to come forward with
“reasonable” peace terms and Germany

The two !

deaf ear to them.
But the Chancetlor's palpable bid for

pedce terms has been greeted by the

press with a storm  of indignant re-
L9

jection,  On every side he is told that

the Allies will make no peace terms till |

driven from
His
upon using Belgiura as a counter in the

Germany's armies are

France and Belgum. insistence

general peace nepotiations, after having
said that Germany never had any in.
tention to keep it, is referred to as a
particularly erying example of moral ob-

tusemness, Not a few editors compare

l

this to an offer from a burglar to re. |

turn the “goods™ if he is paid for them.
And through all the edilorials there is
the ring of an iron will to fight Ger-
many till she is willing to acknowledge
her defeat and accept peace at terms to

The Tribune cries “Surrender!” and,
after speaking of the fatuousness of our
wondering what terms Germany would
regard as acceptable, adds:

“But there are \no terms short of uncon-
ditional surrender that the world may ae-

cept from Germany with honor without in-

finite stultification. The Hun =shall 1ot
stipulate anything. It is for us to name |
the conditions under which he may con-

tinue to exist. Either that or the world as

it was before.”

Equally biting is "“The New York

World":

“Indecd, Chancellor von Hertling's latest

avowal that Belgium is to be held as a
pawn for future negotiations, taken in con-
nection with his ghastly falsehood that the
German invasion and conquest were for de-

fensive purposes only, shows that autoeracy,

efiant of Hertling’s “Offensive”

| anxious as it is for a bargain¢d peace, has

added blackmail and banditry to its other

erimes and stands wholly unashamed in the |

avowal. Since the world is in arms against
the Central Powers to make such wrongs as
those of Belgium impossible in the future, a
Chanceller who coolly asks eivilization to
rargom his vietim is stil! far from appre-
ciating the character of the forees arrayed
against him. He and his deluded peaple
will have to find their answer in the reso-
lute
af

fence, which for this war huve dropped the

movements of the armies and navies

democratic nations, acting in self-de-

words ‘trading' and ‘tribute' from their

vocabularies,”

“The New York Times" tells Hertling
that—

his words do not nmiean what le would

like to haye us think they mean—that Ger-
many has abandoned any of her main de-

signs, Germany's assurance that she dees

not ntend to keep Belgium is of no pos-

sible interest or importapce; the Allies are
going to drive her out of Belgium, out of
France, in all the territory she now pos-
sesses there will be nothing left of the Ger-

man eccupying troops but their bones

“There i1s nothing 9 offensive as a

]

German peace offensive,” remarks “The

New York Herald,” which adds:
“Germuny at length realizes the inevita-

bility of defeat -and wishes to start ne-

gotiating while ghe still holds some pawns

like Belgium and a major peace like Rus-

gia, She sees the Western front hard held
by the Entente Allies, with strong rein-
forecements steadily arriving from the

United States,, apd hesitates at making
what in all probability would be her final
big offensive and faecing what might prove

conclusive defeat.

“The New York Evening Post” in-

sists that if Germany is sincerelyChancellor that the

anxious for peace “it must produce over-
whelming evidence that it is thoroughly
honest.” and goes on to ohserve:

“In this necessirvy work Chanoellor

von
Hertling made a very bad beginning by
what he said about Belpium. He aflirms

that Germany has no intention of holding

on to Helgian tersitory, but will retain it
as & ‘pawn’ on the chessboard of & peace

But

inthig!

conference, what moral insensibility

15 revealed Germany 1s in Belgium

as a robber., Belgian territory is stolen

goods.  Ah, but we mean to restore them
the rightful

however,

to owners. Only on terma,

And what terms!"
to declaration
that Germany was willing to listen to

Referrving Hertling's

duly appointed representatives of the
enemy powers, “The Brooklvn Daily
Eaglé” remarks:

“Nobody knows s better than does the

powers referred to have

eace Otfensive

no thought of even talking of any such ap

pointments. The present programme.of the

enemisx of Germs

¥ is.in one particular not

subject to revision. That

con
templates a fight to a finish.”

Hertling's words about Belrium elio
ited the following from “The Springfield
Republican™:

“"Chuncellor von Hertling does ot
strengthen his statement about Belgium, al-
ready badly wrecked by the intervention of
the hidden hand of the war lorda, by going
on to explain how Germany in evacuating

that country would stil] keep & prip on it”
“The Philadelphia Inquirer” regards
the declaration Belgium

“step in the right direction,” provided

about as a
“It is not to be promptly repudiated by
the Chancellor's military masters,”
that paper insists that—

“The surrender of Helgium muyust be hath

but

Continued on Page Two



